2l8            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

may benefit him in the long run so greatly as to have out-
weighed the evil of poverty and transitory sorrows. A
good karma may sometimes have produced a life, the mere
outward troubles of which we should be apt, if we are
hasty, to set down to bad karma. Similarly, a bad karma
may temporarily disguise its effect in material prosperity
that may bring great suffering in its train in the long run,
by furnishing the possessor with so many more opportunities
of accentuating an evil bent. This is the significance of
the Indian story of a poor man who having won a case
against his rich adversary, when asked by the king to
suggest the punishment, begged that more wealth might be
bestowed on his rich but evil-minded enemy.

Q. Are all our sufferings the result of our past karma ?
Ans. A large proportion of a man's suffering is what
is called ( ready money karma', not due to the result of
actions of past lives, as nine-tenths of our suffering is
merely the outcome of mistaken action through ignorance
in the present life.

Q. Is the wrong we suffer the working of our own
Prdrabdha karma of a past life, or is it possible that
sometimes this is not so ? Why do we see good and holy
persons very often suffering in this world ?

Ans. The ' fate' selected for the individual is not
absolutely rigid and immutable, as a man can and does
change his fate sometimes, by an unusual reaction to
circumstances. For example, suicide is not in a man's
fate though his visible and invisible circumstances with
their griefs and worries may, seemingly to us, be too
much for his strength. Again, a man's karma may be,
as it were, put out of gear by the actions of others which
are not provided for in his life-karma.   Similarly, he
may take an opportunity not specially arranged for him;